
Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations 
 

622 Third Ave New York, NY 10017   www.Iran-UN.org   Tel:+1(212)687-2020   Fax:+1(212)867-7086   E-mail:PR-Iran@un.int 

 
 

 
In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

 
No. 016                                                                                                       13 January 2009 

 
Excellency, 
 

As you are well aware despite the enormous worldwide anger and anguish shown 
by the international community, the abhorrent carnage and the crimes against humanity 
by the Zionist regime against the innocent Palestinian people in the Gaza Strip is 
continuing unabated. The world community is witnessing that a whole population is 
deprived of the most basic supplies such as even bread and drinking water and at the 
same time slaughtered in one of the most horrendous and brutal ways while having been 
left with nowhere to run, nowhere to hide, nothing to eat or no safe places to take shelter. 
Whole families are eliminated in cold-blood by the Israeli war machine and women and 
children along with other civilians are deliberately targeted and massacred. Even the 
places that the United Nations has provided for this innocent people to escape from 
Israeli brutalities are savagely attacked as the world saw in the recent Israeli attack on 
UNRWA schools killing more than 40 people, many of them children. 
  

The Zionist regime is targeting every single human being, every house and every 
infrastructure in Gaza. It is actually targeting every value that the civilized world stands 
for and is violating the most basic principles of international law, international 
humanitarian and human rights law.  

 
This savagery should be stopped immediately. The Israeli war machine must be 

stopped from shattering more lives and livelihoods and the Israeli war criminals should 
be brought to justice for the crimes they have perpetrated, and continue to perpetrate, and 
for the outrageous and brutal pain and torment they have inflicted, and continue to inflict, 
on the innocent people in Gaza.  
 

The Security Council was first prevented, by some permanent members, from 
taking any action. And when it took action belatedly, the resolution it adopted, i.e. 
Res.1860, has not been addressing the expectations of the international community in, 
inter alia, forcing the Israeli regime to stop its atrocities and withdraw from Gaza, or in 
strongly condemning the Zionist regime's crimes against humanity and devising a  
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mechanism for holding the Israeli criminal officials accountable for the war crimes and 
genocide they have committed and continue to perpetrate against the Palestinian people 
in the Gaza Strip. Even this resolution, as deficient and belated as it has been, is totally 
ignored by the Israeli regime like many other previous UN resolutions to which the 
response of the said regime has been defiance and contempt. 

 
 We are of the view that now that the Security Council has been unable to stop 

this genocide, the General Assembly as the most representative and democratic body of 
the United Nations should take immediate measures in putting pressure on the Zionist 
regime to end this carnage. The Assembly should resume its 10th emergency special 
session to adopt a resolution to condemn these atrocities and to call for: 1. An immediate 
end to the Israeli attacks and aggression against the innocent Palestinian people in Gaza, 
2. Immediate Israeli withdrawal from Gaza, 3. Lifting the blockade, 4. Opening the 
crossings, and 5.urgent provision of humanitarian assistance to the people there. 

 
 Also, the international community must hold this regime accountable for its 

crimes and for the damages it has incurred on the defenseless Palestinians, and should 
work towards establishing an international tribunal to address the crimes committed 
against the Palestinian people in the Gaza Strip by the criminal Israeli officials. 

 
Therefore, Your Excellency's kind efforts to start the process related to resuming 

the 10th emergency special session of the General Assembly, at the earliest possible, to 
address the barbaric crimes of the Zionist regime in the Gaza Strip would be highly 
appreciated.   

 
I would be grateful if you could circulate this letter as a document of the General 

Assembly under agenda items 15(the situation in the Middle East), 16(Question of 
Palestine), 30 (Report of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting 
the Human Rights of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories) 
and 99(Measures to eliminate international terrorism). 

 
Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 
 
 
 

Mohammad Khazaee 
Ambassador 

Permanent Representative 
 


